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The summer of 2014 brought big changes to Bill 
Moose ravine across from Graceland Shopping 
Center.  Almost overnight, virtually all of the mature 

trees were removed, and the once heavily-wooded ravine 
slope was excavated and denuded.  The strip of nature that 
had interrupted the commercial corridor east of High 
Street will be replaced with concrete walls stretching as 
high as 24 feet, and the ravine will become a conduit 
for storm water from a fast-food restaurant.  A second 
project (under consideration at this printing) proposes 
building a tavern in Overbrook Ravine at Croswell 
Road and North High Street. Development on this 
keystone property would replace a corridor for 
wildlife migration with a sports bar and a parking 
lot, forever obliterating the connection between 
Whetstone Park and Overbrook Ravine. 

Columbus Department of Development 
planning documents, the 2009  
Clintonville Neighborhood Plan and 
the 1993 Columbus Comprehensive 
Plan, include long passages about the 
importance of ravines to wildlife and 
the daily lives of area residents. Both 
plans recommend limiting development 
to preserve mature forested corridors along 
area ravines. The Comprehensive Plan 
sought to limit grading, construction 
of impervious surfaces, and removal of 
existing vegetation. The 2012 Columbus 
Stormwater Drainage Manual also seeks to 
protect stream corridors and steep slopes. Yet 
these protections seem to fall short in practice, 
and recent years have seen continued clearing 

of older growth forest 
resources, grading and filling 

of ravines, and encroachment 
by developments across central 

Ohio. During development, ravine 
slopes are routinely treated as an 

obstacle to overcome rather than a 
community asset. Fragile ravine areas 

need extra protection to prevent them 
from being filled in, stripped of vegetative 

cover, or excavated. If the protections that  
the Department of Development already has 

on the books had been strictly followed, it would 
have changed the events this summer that resulted 

in public outcry.

Development projects at both Bill Moose and 
Overbrook Ravines are occurring on keystone 
properties that allow wildlife to cross under High 

Street. At Bill Moose Ravine, the new 
fast-food property connects the green 

space at Kenney Park and a 
finger of ravine land on the 

north edge of Graceland 
Shopping Center 

to conservation 
easements at 
the Ohio State 
Deaf and Blind 
Schools behind 

the Worthington 
Gardens apartments. 
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FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD NEWS FROM THE RAVINES

It has been a busy summer for the Friends of the 
Ravines. We have been expanding our reach through 
social media and updating our website. If you haven’t 

visited, please check out our updated page at http://www.
friendsoftheravines.org/. You can link to our facebook site 
from there as well.
The preservation of our ravines can be a complicated 
matter, tangled in public policy, economic growth, and 
public education awareness. Concerned citizens alerted 
FOR to the destruction of part of Bill Moose Ravine in 
July. While this is certainly a devastating blow, we must 
focus on how this can be prevented in the future and 
what can we learn from this? In an effort to prevent this 
in the future, the Board is working tirelessly to unravel 
the mechanism that failed when the development on 
Bill Moose ravine was passed. We know we have a lot 
of support from friends like you and the many residents 
throughout central Ohio who love the ravines. Stay tuned 
to our blog for current happenings around our Ravines.
We are very grateful to our friends at O’Reilly’s Pub in 
Clintonville for supporting Friends of the Ravines during 
their 30th Anniversary in August! Donations to FOR and 
our fiscal agent, the Clintonville-Beechwold Community 
Resources Center, were encouraged from patrons during 
the lively celebration filled with food, music and fun. On 
September 6, 2014, Friends of the Ravines also enjoyed 
meeting and engaging our friends and supporters who 
stopped at our booth at the annual Clintonville Art and 
Music Festival!  
As the fall and winter months settle upon us, be sure  
to put our annual Plant Walk on your calendar! We  
will be exploring ravines on the east side of Columbus  
on April 12, 2015. We hope to see you then. For more 
information, read on inside or visit our website   
http://www.friendsoftheravines.org/. Thank you to  
all our financial supporters and volunteers! We couldn’t 
continue our work without you!

Carrie R. Morrow, Chair, Board of Trustees

An unnAmed rAvine on east Broad Street is the site of a 
stunning stone and cypress home once slated for demolition. 
The Gunning House, also known as Glenbrow, has been 
saved and will be restored as a residence. Like other 
organically-inspired designs, particularly those designed 
utilizing Frank Lloyd Wright’s philosophies; the Gunning 
House responds and grows from its surroundings. 

BAttelle dArBy Creek metro Park is home to three 
young bison which were born this past summer!  These 
young females can be seen grazing with their mothers in the 
winter paddock from the Nature Center and an overlook 
trail along the Darby Greenway.

Bill moose rAvine on High Street experienced a harsh 
reality this summer, emphasizing that central Ohio lacks 
adequate protection for the ravines. While the trees may 
be lost, Friends of the Ravines hope this travesty will 
raise awareness and help propel the city to adopt a Ravine 
Protection Overlay to prevent this type of development in 
the future.

Blueprint ColumBus, which is proposing a variety of 
techniques to stop rain from getting into our city storm 
sewers, has enlisted Friends of the Ravines to serve on  
its Community Advisory Panel. For more info see  
www.blueprint.columbus.gov.

tuCker Creek, a beautiful wooded ravine area, will be 
renamed The Tucker Creek Preserve according to plans for 
developing the United Methodist Children’s Home’s 44.5 
acre site in Worthington. Page 94 of the plan recommends 
the preservation of this area as a natural green space amenity 
for the community.

On August 16, 2014, 
O’Reilly’s Pub in 

Clintonville threw one heck 
of a party to celebrate its 
30th year anniversary. The 
food was amazing, a glass of 
beer was 75 cents, and the  
place rocked with the Irish music of The Drowsy Lads. 
All donations collected that evening were split between 
Friends of the Ravines (FOR) and the Clintonville 
Beechwold Community Resources Center. The folks at 
FOR hope that you will join us in thanking O’Reilly’s  
by stopping in for a burger, some wings, and a libation 
at the sunken bar. We raise our glass to toast O’Reilly’s: 
“Here’s to 30 more years!”

Thanks 
O’Reilly’s!Thank You:

Community Outreach
Carol Goland, OEFFA Kelley Hughes
Judy Robinson, ABC D Searcy, CAC 
Kevin Stacey

Copy Editors
K Adamson Mollie O’Donnell Andrew Schroeder

Grant Support for Glen Echo Vernal Pool
Little Garden Club of Columbus

On-Call Volunteer
Beth Mills

Operating Assistance
Clintonville-Beechwold Community Resources Center

Ravinia Design and Production—AJaX Design
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Recent reports from apartment 
residents suggest that wildlife 
chased out of that Bill Moose 
parcel are taking refuge there. 
At Overbrook Ravine, wildlife 
cross under High Street to get 
from the Whetstone Park area 
to Overbrook Ravine east 
of High Street. If a proposed 
preserve at the southwest corner 
of the tavern property is fenced 
off, wildlife may make more 
frequent use of backyards and 
neighborhood streets to make 
their High Street crossing. 

What is the current state 
of our unique ravine 
resources?
Ravines are home to high 
bacteria counts from leaking sewers as well as erosion and 
flooding due to excess stormwater runoff from roofs and 
roadways. Alien species are smothering native life, and 
remnant habitats are fragmented and shrinking. What 
does the future hold for central Ohio ravines? Ravine 
development at locations featured in Ravinia continues, 
and reports from across central Ohio suggest that this is 
not a Clintonville problem. Archaeological treasures from 
prehistoric residents in Dublin are slated for excavation or 
burial under a commercial parking lot at Billingsley Ravine. 
In Delaware County, new apartments and an extended-stay 
hotel are being built on the rim of Flint Ravine with their 
backs to the beauty and fencing to ensure that this ravine 
will be neglected. At the Delaware County site, a proposed 
bridge to span Flint Run was constructed as a culvert after 
the opportunity for public comment had closed, leaving the 
stream in a sewer pipe and without protections afforded to a 
stream. 

Ravines provide much more than 
simple relief from the flat topography 
of our glacial landscape. Where 
streams are present, ravines provide 
buffer zones to help protect water 
quality, and mature tree canopies 
shield waterways from solar heating to 
moderate ravine temperatures. Ravine 
vegetation provides food and shelter 
for insect populations that in turn 
feed birds and other wildlife. Ravines 
are migration corridors for creatures 
that inhabit central Ohio full time, 
as well as provide suitable stopover 
points during migration. For ravines 
with public access, these areas provide 
recreational areas for walkers and bird 
watchers as well as opportunities for 
encounters with nature right here in 
our urban environment. Most ravine 

properties are privately held, meaning landowners are the 
sole stewards of these treasured resources. Fragile ravine 
environments offer natural settings to city dwellers that 
inspire the spirit and soothe the soul. 

What can we do to protect  
ravines across central Ohio?
Outside of Columbus, write to Franklin County 
Commissioners or leaders of your local municipality to 
let them know you value the benefits ravines provide. In 
Columbus, call 311 or write to City Council members to  
let them know you support enacting a Ravine Protection 
Ordinance to preserve mature forest corridors, limit grading 
and filling of ravines, and minimize impervious surfaces.  
Let our public officials know we value these natural oases 
within our city.

Ordinance Needed to Protect Area Ravines continued from page 1

In central Ohio, ravines were carved out by glacial melt 
waters during the end of successive ice ages–not by the 
scraping action of the glaciers that flattened the landscape, 

but by the enormous floodwaters resulting from their demise. 
In Columbus, the water from glacial outwash excavated 
deep channels through the shale bedrock of the Olentangy 
basin and through the limestone bedrock of the Scioto basin. 
Glaciers smoothed out the land surface from Canada to 
Chillicothe as they bulldozed southward; then, meltwaters 
cut ravine channels into that new land surface. Many ravines 
still have streams running through them, although the ravine 
landform is still a ravine in the absence of water.

To many local residents, ravines are more than unique  
glacial landforms. They are oases of nature in our back yards 
and neighborhoods, with their steep slopes, mature trees, 
urban wildlife, and remnant assemblages of native plant life. 
Most of our ravines are privately held land, and in many  
cases ravine homeowners are the sole stewards of these 
treasured places. In several instances, neighborhood groups 
organize to tend these resources, removing litter and  
invasive species and encouraging the growth of native  
plants that form the basis of this unique ecosystem.

What is a Ravine?
1. ra·vine noun \rə-vēn\ a small narrow steep-sided valley that is larger than a gully and smaller than a canyon  
and that is usually worn by running water. [Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary, 1988.]

Photos courtesy of Alice Waldhauer



4 Fall 2014/Winter 20154

Homeowners Use Lawn Chemicals 
Mostly Because Neighbors Do It:  

OhiO State Study

Wooster, ohio – A survey conducted by Ohio State 
University’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences shows that U.S. homeowners see lawns as important 
to their sense of social status and acceptance in their 
neighborhoods, leading to the use of lawn chemicals by 62 
percent of respondents.

Published in 2012 in the journal Environmental Management, the 
survey also revealed that efforts to educate homeowners about 
the environmental impacts of their landscape management 
choices are likely to be more successful if geared toward 
neighborhood groups rather than individuals, said Tom Blaine, 
co-author of the study and a community development specialist 
with Ohio State University Extension, the outreach arm of the 
college.

“Based on the study, the main factor influencing a home-
owner’s decision to use lawn chemicals is whether neighbors 
or other people in the neighborhood use them,” Blaine said. 
“Homeowners crave acceptance from their neighbors and 
generally want their lawns to fit in with their surrounding 

community, so they adopt their neighbors’ practices. It’s not that 
they feel pressured to treat their lawns. Rather, they genuinely 
want to fit in.”

The study was funded by the Ohio Agricultural Research and 
Development Center, which is the research arm of the college.

Conducted via telephone interviews, the survey included 432 
residents (420 of whom provided usable responses) from across 
Ohio, a state that is considered to be in the mainstream in the 
U.S. regarding lawn and landscape practices. The largest group 
of respondents was between 40 and 59 years of age. The survey 
had a sampling error of less than 5 percent.

Blaine said this is the first study to measure the percentage of 
homeowners who hire lawn care companies to treat their lawns 
(22 percent) and the percentage of those who apply chemicals 
themselves or have someone other than a lawn care company 
do it for them (40 percent).

This is also the first study to provide a comprehensive profile of 
individuals who choose to have their lawns chemically treated. 

Neighborhood pride is a crucial factor driving lawn management decisions, says an Ohio State study. Photos by Sherrill Massey
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For instance, there was a strong association between income 
and the use of a lawn care company: less than 10 percent of 
households with incomes below $40,000 per year employ such 
a company, while 28 percent of those whose annual incomes 
exceed $80,000 do.

Additionally, female respondents were more likely than male 
respondents to report having used a lawn care company, while 
residents of rural areas were far less likely to employ such a 
company than people living in cities or suburbs.

Attitudes toward neighborhood pride were also found to be 
a significant factor in whether homeowners have their lawns 
treated by professionals. According to the study, people are more 
likely to hire a lawn care company if they believe their lawn 
care practices are important for improving their neighborhoods.

In fact, 61 percent of homeowners reported that they 
maintain their current landscape because it “fits in” 
well with the neighborhood, compared to 53% who 
cite ease of care and 41 percent who cite financial 
reasons.

“The survey shows us that, when they make lawn 
care decisions, homeowners are at least as concerned 
about improving their neighborhood as they are 
about improving their own personal property values,” 
Blaine said.

In the case of homeowners who apply lawn chemicals 
on their own, the “neighbor effect” is also significant 
for driving their decisions, Blaine said. “People who 
believe their neighbors apply chemicals themselves are 
more likely to follow suit that way,” he said.

However, for those who apply chemicals on their 
own, neighborhood pride is less of a motivating factor 
for using chemicals than for homeowners who hire 
lawn care companies.

“The portrait of a homeowner who employs a 
lawn care company is high income, whose neighbor 
does it, who is concerned about the quality of 
the neighborhood and less concerned about 
the environmental or safety impacts of chemical 
applications,” Blaine said.

“The results also suggest that there is a potential market 
for new kinds of lawn applications that can be shown 
to be safe and environmentally friendly, which could 
be targeted to those homeowners who are currently 
concerned about the impacts of lawn chemicals.”

Blaine suggested that the “neighbor effect” could be 
used to begin implementing changes regarding lawn 
care strategies that are more environmentally friendly 
but still acceptable to large groups of people.

The information obtained from this study is important 
because if we eventually want to move it to non-
chemical landscape management, we would first need 
to convince a few people to use it until it becomes 
fashionable enough that their neighbors would begin 

to see it as desirable,” Blaine said. “Then, they might begin to 
use it as well to fit in.”

However, Blaine said, such alternative treatments would need 
to be effective, easy to apply and affordable – and should allow 
homeowners to preserve the current look of their landscapes. 
Americans are unlikely to drastically alter the look of their 
yards that they have come to expect.

“Lawns are an important part of American culture.” He said. 
“Even if it’s a small space, U.S. homeowners like to cover 
it with turf grass because it presents the illusion of being a 
landowners. This is very much ingrained in people’s attitudes.”

Writer: Mauricio Espinoza  espinoza.15@osu.edu   
Source: Tom Blaine    blaine.17@osu.edu
Reprinted with permission
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Glacial erratics are found in many local ravines such as Flint Ravine at 
Camp Mary Orton and Glen Echo Ravine. An erratic is a rock that differs 
from the size and type of rock native to the area in which it rests. Erratics 
take their name from the Latin word errare, and are carried by glacial ice 
often over distances of hundreds of miles. Erratics can range in size from 
pebbles to large boulders. To see an amazingly large erratic—the Wyman 
Rock—go to Wyman Woods, a wooded ravine remnant located on 
Goodale Avenue in Grandview Heights, Ohio. 

Photo by Sherrill Massey

A trip to Galloway, Ohio will take you to the expansive 
grounds of Battelle Darby Metro Park where you can 
explore pristine ravines as well as the scenic Big and 
Little Darby Creeks, nationally noted for 
their abundant diversity. The tiny gray tree 
frog and lovely hepatica pictured below 
were photographed at Battelle Darby 
Metro Park in 2013. And during your visit, 
don’t forget to take time to see the living 
stream in the nature center, and the bison 
girls and their new baby calves.

Photos by Sherrill Massey & Carrie Morrow

Picturesque waterfalls always delight the eye and 
soothe the soul. Take your family on an outing to 
Dublin—Dublin, Ohio, of course—and stroll along 
Indian Run Falls Park on a ravine where you will 
find this scenic waterfall.

Photo by Brian Gara

Local Ravines Are Treasure TrovesLocal Ravines Are Treasure Troves
By Martha Harter Buckalew

You don’t have to fly over the ocean or drive a thousand miles to see amazing sights. Central Ohio is home to 
many ravines, both named and unnamed, which host an array of specimens to titillate the senses. The geological 

features—steep slopes and rugged dry or wet stream beds—are remnants of Ohio before the timbered countryside was 
leveled and plowed into farm land.

Our local ravines contain an amazing reservoir of biodiversity as well as geologic features. Whether the 
ravine covers several acres or only occupies a small patch of forest squeezed between urban development, 
you can find rare treasures representative of times past as well as rich biodiversity, which will be lost 
if our ravines are not protected. Hopefully your visit to a Franklin County ravine will enrich your 
understanding of the past and strengthen your commitment to protect and preserve ravines for the 
enlightenment and enjoyment of future generations.
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If you explore a ravine just before the leaves of the tree 
canopy sprout, you can find numerous spring ephemerals 
such as Bloodroot and Dutchman’s Breeches. These specimens 
(pictured below) were photographed 
in Overbrook Ravine on Friends of the 
Ravines’ Annual Plant Walk in 2014.

Photos by Maureen Lorenz

If you like to watch birds, take your binoculars to 
visit Glen Echo Park located north of The Ohio State 
University. This urban green space hosts numerous 
species of birds as well as the Ohio Bird 
Mural, which was unveiled and dedicated 
on the park’s centennial in 2012. You 
might want to also learn about the Glen 
Echo Bird Club at www//ohiobirdhotspots.

Here’s a word of warning: should you 
be in Glen Echo Park after a downpour, 
you may need your galoshes. As you can 
see, it is not unusual for raging rainwater 
to spill out of the banks of Glen Echo Run 
turning the park into a haven for ducks.

Photos by Chris O’Leary & Martha Harter Buckalew

If you have youngsters who like 
creepy crawly things, visit a wooded 
ravine and turn over leaves and 
debris on the forest floor. If you are 
persistent, you will probably uncover 
a redback salamander. Although they 
thrive under damp leaf litter, redbacks 
can surprisingly be found in dryer areas such as  
Iuka Ravine, which is a relatively small ravine close to the 
campus of The Ohio State University. 

Photo by Michael Graziano

Knowledge of a place—where you are  
and where you come from—is intertwined with 

knowledge of who you are. Landscape,  
in other words, shapes mindscape.

—David Orr

The photo of a clump of twin leaf (Jeffersonia diphylla) was taken 
at Camp Mary Orton on Flint Ravine. The genus was named 
in honor of Thomas Jefferson by his friend and fellow botanist 
William Bartram. Only one other species of twin leaf occurs in 
the world: Jeffersonia dubia, found in Asia.

Photo by Sherrill Massey
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II. The ImporTance of SalamanderS
In my field of work, I’ve had to answer the following 
question on countless occasions: why do salamanders 
matter? I’d like to reply “because they’re awesome,” but 
most people require a stronger defense than that. So, what 
do salamanders do? First off, they are important mid-level 
vertebrate predators that provide both direct and indirect 
biotic control of ecosystem processes. They are important 
prey items for countless organisms - even robins and blue jays 
have been recorded eating salamanders. They are important 
predators within 
ecosystems by preying 
on small invertebrates 
that live within the leaf 
litter. Leaf litter itself is 
an incredibly important, 
but largely overlooked, 
component to the forest 
ecosystem, helping to 
conserve soil moisture 
levels, stabilize soil 
temperatures, and provide 
habitat for countless 
species. Salamanders aid 
in the conservation of leaf 
litter: they are predators 
of the invertebrates that 
break down leaf litter. 
One recent study found 
that a single salamander 
in a 1.5 meter enclosure 
can increase leaf litter 
retention by nearly 
14% and capture 200 
kilograms/hectare 
annually! It has also been 
found that salamanders 
can increase tree seedling 
survival by directly 
consuming invertebrates 
that would otherwise consume the tender young seedlings. 
Salamanders play a key role in energy flow between aquatic 
(ponds and streams) and terrestrial (forested) ecosystems, 
transporting matter and nutrients between the two systems. 
With densities in some forests reaching as many as 2,500 
individuals/hectare for a single species [Eastern Red-backed 
Salamander (Plethodon cinereus)], the roles salamanders play in 
ecosystem dynamics are only recently coming to light and 
will be further underscored with future research.

III. amphIbIanS of franklIn 
counTy and The ravIneS - 
hISTorIc and preSenT
Ohio is surprisingly diverse in amphibian diversity, largely 
due to the diverse physiographic regions represented within 
the state (Figure 3). These regions are the result of Ohio’s 
geological history and have been demarcated largely by past 
glaciations. Though many species range throughout the 

state, the distribution of 
many others is strongly 
correlated with particular 
regions. A quick search of 
the county-level species 
distributions provided 
on the USDA Plants 
database (plants.usda.
gov) or Amphibiaweb 
(amphibiaweb.org) 
overlaid with Ohio’s 
physiographic map will 
quickly exhibit how 
strongly many species 
ranges follow these 
regions.

Franklin County is 
located within the Till 
Plains, the physiographic 
region that was shaped 
by glaciers whose terrain 
ranges from relatively flat 
to gently rolling when 
compared to the much 
more rugged landscape 
of the Appalachian 
Plateau. This region 
exhibits fertile, glacially-
deposited soils that once 
supported tallgrass prairie 
and extensive beech-

maple forests. Unfortunately, as a result of the gentle terrain 
and rich soils, approximately 95% of the Till Plains have 
been converted to farmland and development. While not 
as biologically diverse as the Appalachian Plateau, the Till 
Plains do exhibit species-rich habitats, particularly the once-
numerous bogs and fens. Historically approximately twenty-
four species of amphibians were recorded from Franklin 
County (Table 1). While at least one of those species has been 
extirpated (Eastern Hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis), 

Article and photos by Michael Graziano parTS II & III

Figure 3. The five major physiographic regions of Ohio. Image source:  
http://www.governorsresidence.ohio.gov/garden/images/physio.jpg

Interior
Low Plateaus –
Bluegrass Section
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many of the remaining species may still be found in 
appropriate habitats, especially large tracts of forest containing 
vernal pools (a temporary wetland, usually containing water 
for only part of the year), such as those found within select 
parks around Columbus.

The ravines of northern Columbus are largely unsuitable for 
many amphibian species, largely due to their size, isolation, 
and degradation. Many species of amphibians disperse from 
their breeding sites and as such require large tracts of land 
not exhibited by the very narrow forested strips of land 
around the ravines. Additionally, as all of the ravines are 
largely isolated from one another, it is very unlikely that 
species would have the ability to colonize or recolonize the 
ravines should habitat quality or quantity increase. From 
the aquatic perspective, the streams in the ravines are highly 
degraded from pollution, siltation, and unnatural flooding. 
This prevents many of the aquatic species that could utilize 
them (namely, Southern Two-lined Salamanders (Eurycea 
cirrigera) and Northern Dusky Salamanders (Desmognathus 
fuscus) as they require streams with minimal siltation and 
rocks and substrate that have interstitial spaces in order to 
seek refuge during flood events, deposit eggs, and search 
for prey. Studies have shown that salamander populations 
are negatively affected as the impervious area surrounding 
a stream increases, largely as a result of their inability to 
locate refuge (a result of siltation) during the increased 
flashiness and severity of floods in streams within altered 
watersheds. Additionally, the current lack of vernal pools 
within the ravines removes the possibility of supporting the 
many amphibians that require such habitat to breed (namely, 

salamanders in the Ambystoma genus, Wood Frogs (Lithobates 
sylvaticus), and others). 

Currently, Glen Echo ravine is known to harbor but a single 
salamander species: the Eastern Red-backed Salamander 
(Plethodon cinereus) (Image 1). This widespread species is 
found throughout Ohio and can be abundant in appropriate 
habitat: the 2013 Glen Echo BioBlitz revealed well over 
200 individuals with minimal effort in a few hours time. 
Eastern Red-backed Salamanders were described in depth 
in a previous issue of Ravinia, so I will refrain from delving 
further into their biology. I have not been able to survey 
most of the ravines, but I have located Southern Two-lined 
Salamanders (Eurycea cirrigera) (Image 2) at Hayden Falls 

Order Anura - Frogs and Toads Order Caudata - Salamanders and Newts

Northern Leopard Frog (Lithobates [Rana] pipiens) Eastern Newt (Notophthalmus viridescens)

Pickerel Frog (Lithobates [Rana] palustris)? Eastern Hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis)*

Green Frog (Lithobates [Rana] clamitans) Common Mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus)

Bullfrog (Lithobates [Rana] catesbeianus) Eastern Tiger Salamander (Ambystoma tigrinum)

Wood Frog (Lithobates [Rana] sylvaticus) Spotted Salamander (Ambystoma maculatum)

American Toad (Anaxyrus [Bufo] americanus) Small-mouthed Salamander (Ambystoma texanum)

Fowler’s Toad (Anaxyrus [Bufo] fowleri) Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum)

Spring Peeper (Pseudacris crucifer) Four-toed Salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum)

Western Chorus Frog (Pseudacris triseriata) Southern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea cirrigera)

Common/Cope’s Gray Treefrog (Hyla veriscolor/chrysocelis) Long-tailed Salamander (Eurycea longicauda)

Blanchard’s Cricket Frog (Acris blanchardi) Northern Dusky Salamander (Desmognathus fuscus)

Eastern Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon cinereus)

Northern Ravine Salamander (Plethodon electromorphus)

Table 1: Amphibian species recorded from Franklin County, Ohio. Species denoted with an asterisk denote extirpated species. Species denoted with ? 
denote those that may no longer occur in the county.

Image 1: Eastern Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon cinereus)
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and expect them to occur elsewhere 
where streams are less degraded. This 
colorful species is generally found 
within the immediate vicinity of 
streams, where they can be found 
beneath rocks or leaf litter. Largely 
yellow-light brown in coloration with 
two darker stripes on either side of the 
dorsum, the Two-lined Salamander is 
difficult to confuse with other species 
in the county. Two-lines breed and lay 
their eggs beneath rocks submerged 
in streams and seepages and females 
may be found tending their nests until 
hatching. Upon hatching, the small 
larvae seek refuge within interstitial 
spaces of the stream bed and leaf packs, 
feeding on small invertebrates until 
they mature and metamorphose at 
the age of approximately two years. A 
second species of salamander that I expect to be found within 
the ravines is, ironically, the Northern Ravine Salamanders 
(Plethodon electromorphus) (Image 3). These appear strikingly 
similar to the Eastern Red-backed Salamander, only without 
a dorsal stripe. Slightly larger, more elongate, and with 
smaller limbs than Red-backs, the best way to differentiate 
these from an unstriped Red-back is by inspecting the ventral 
portion of the body: Ravine salamanders have a largely dark 
venter with small, scattered flecks whereas Red-backs exhibit 
a large amount of white pigmentation and varying-sized 
flecks of darker pigmentation. They have a similar life history 
to the Red-backed Salamander, and may even hybridize with 

them on occasion. However, Ravine Salamanders tend to be 
found in slightly drier microhabitats than Red-backs and may 
be more fossorial in habit.

Frog and toad communities within the area are more 
intact and most species can still be found with relative ease 
immediately around the city, with the exception of Wood 
Frogs and Pickerel Frogs, which are rather limited in Franklin 
County. Bullfrogs (Lithobates catesbeianus) are a common sight 
along the Olentangy River and are exceptionally tolerant of 
environmental degradation. Green Frogs (Lithobates clamitans), 
while less common than Bullfrogs, are still common and 

can be found in many wetlands along 
the Olentangy. Northern Leopard Frogs 
(Lithobates pipiens) breed in small numbers 
at the Olentangy Wetlands Research 
Park, though I have noted numerous 
limb deformities among metamorphosed 
individuals at this population. I have 
observed American Toads (Anaxyrus 
americanus) and Common Gray Treefrogs 
(Hyla versicolor) breeding at Whetstone 
Park. Both Spring Peepers and Western 
Chorus Frogs can still be heard on 
the outskirts of the immediate city, 
particularly within several parks, though I 
have not found them immediately within 
the Clintonville area ravines. Blanchard’s 
Cricket Frogs (Acris blanchardi) may be 
heard calling from banks of the Olentangy 
near Highbanks MetroPark.

Image 2: Southern Two-lined Salamander (Eurycea cirrigera)

Image 3: Northern Ravine Salamander (Plethodon electromorphus)

Ravine Amphibians Part II & III  
continued from page 9
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YES!
 I CAN HELP FRIENDS OF THE RAVINES PROTECT FRANKLIN COUNTY RAVINES.

I want to participate by:

__ Helping with the annual ravine art show __ Fundraising/Outreach  

__ Working on the Ravinia publication __ Maintaining FOR’s website 

Please send us your name, address, telephone, and email in the space provided below.

Name: ___________________________________ Address: _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:               _____________________________                   Telephone (____)________________ Email ________________________

Mail to Friends of the Ravines, PO Box 82021, Columbus, Ohio 43202

Thank You

Search for Spring Ephemerals in a
Protected Wilderness Watershed

Friends of the Ravines’ Annual Plant Walk

Search for Spring Ephemerals in a
Protected Wilderness Watershed

Sunday, April 12, 2015
 1:30–3:30 pm

Explore the vast ravine that cuts 
through 100 acres of wooded 
land, which was once the farm 
of John and Hilda Beltz. The 
property at 4834 Harlem Road 
in Galena, Ohio, was donated to 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
in 1966. It is now a designated 
conservation easement of the city 
of Columbus. It is just 30 minutes 
from Clintonville and 1.5 miles 
from the corner of Sunbury and 
Harlem Roads.

Go to friendsoftheravines.org for more details
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100% recycled paper, 20% post-consumer waste

Ravinia is the official publication of Friends of the Ravines.

CONTRIBUTORS
 Martha Harter Buckalew Mauricio Espinoza   
 Michael Graziano Sherrill Massey
 Carrie Morrow Alice Waldhauer

Ravinia is funded through donations from supporting  
members. The mission of Friends of the Ravines is to foster  

the protection and restoration of ravine areas in Franklin 
County through community education and conservation.

Submissions and suggestions are welcome.

FRIENDS OF THE RAVINES 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Martha Harter Buckalew
Maureen Lorenz
Sherrill Massey
Carrie Morrow
Amanda Page

Alice Waldhauer

Website: www.friendsoftheravines.org
e-mail: friendsoftheravines@gmail.com

 Find us on Facebook

Ravinia
P.O. Box 82021
Columbus, Ohio 43202

Supporting Members:
(Received by September 1, 2014)

The Clintonville-Beechwold Community Resources Center (CRC) is fiscal 
sponsor for our organization because the relationship furthers the CRC’s 
mission to “respond to the needs of our diverse community to foster safer, 
healthier, and empowered lives.” For more information please visit CRC’s 
website at www.ClintonvilleCRC.org.

If you would prefer to read Ravinia  
on the Web instead of receiving a  

paper copy, please send an e-mail to  
friendsoftheravines@gmail.com  

and let us know. 

We’ll e-mail you when a new issue  
is ready to read.
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