
The Wild Wonderful World 
of the Ravine Art Contest

Friends of the Ravines’ Fifth Annual Ravine Art 
Contest Awards Ceremony began almost on time. 
On display were seventy-four art works from schools 

throughout Franklin County. It was scheduled to start at  
7 PM, but well before 6:30 folks started arriving. 

Winners, non-winners, siblings, parents and teachers 
gathered for a lively evening celebrating nature through art. 
One boy pointed toward the 5th grade submissions, as he 
pulled his mom across the gallery—no ribbon hung from 
his entry, but his art was hung in a public gallery and the lad 
was puffed with pride. Nearby a tall, handsome senior from 
Marion Franklin High School student stood with family and 
friends before an amazing autumn ravine scene. He had been 
awarded first prize in the high school category. 

The room quickly filled. Prizes were awarded. Youngsters 
crowded around the punch bowl. In the midst of all this, 
Councilman Mike Stinziano appeared and presented FOR 
with a commendation from Columbus City Council for the 
Fifth Annual Ravine Art Contest. 

The art works which hung in Northwood ARTSpace were 
as diverse as the young artists. Pictures of wildlife such as 
salamanders, fish, turtles, raccoons hung beside mosaics, 
fiber art, line drawings, collages, and illustrated haiku. This 
year—2016— was the year of the owl. We received 17 owl 
entries which included a stunning series of nine neon-colored 
owls; all nine students from Oakland Park Elementary were 
awarded a group prize for the Grade 3 to 5 category.

The Wild Wonderful World 
of the Ravine Art Contest

. . .where nature meets art

continued on page 3

Winner Chris Winfrey, Grade 12, Marion Franklin HS

By Alice Waldhauer & Stella Sayers
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If you would prefer to read 
Ravinia on the Web instead 

of receiving a paper copy, 
please send an e-mail to 

friendsoftheravines@gmail.com  
and let us know. 

We’ll e-mail you when  
a new issue is ready to read.

FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD NEWS FROM THE RAVINES

Welcome to Ravinia!  We are proud to bring 
you this Spring Issue. In fact we have several 
accomplishments to share from the past year! 

First, we have acquired our own 501c3 tax status which 
will allow us to qualify for additional grant opportunities 
and have greater control over our finances. We are grateful 
to the CRC for their leadership and governance over 
the past 18 years. We were able to secure several grants 
to support our work in ravine awareness and protection, 
including:  Comfest grant provided valuable funding for 
production of Ravinia, National Environmental Education 
Fund Grant made it possible for Friends to file and acquire 
our independent tax-exempt status, and OAAF grant 
provided funds to allow us to once again offer the ravine 
art contest for K-12 students. We were also the recipients 
of Lucky’s Market’s community fundraising event Bags 
for Change. Friends of the Ravines is an all-volunteer 
board, and support from grants and our generous friends 
allow us to continue to educate and inform Central Ohio 
residents about the benefits and value of our sensitive ravine 
ecosystems.

We are excited about our most recent Ravine Art  
contest as you will see throughout the pages of this  
issue. We were amazed by the talent of the students.  
To see the full color splendor, be sure to visit our website, 
www.friendsoftheravines.org. We have also been showcasing 
our talented submissions on our Facebook page! Check it 
out at https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Ravines-
FOR-165810766818478/. Our contest is only possible 
through generous donations and support of grants.  If you 
would like to contribute to future contests, let us know.

As always, thank you for reading Ravinia. We are always 
looking for interesting content for future issues!  If you 
have an idea for a topic, or would like to submit an article, 
please send it to friendsoftheravines.org. We also accept 
different news items from our ravines. Let us know.

Remember to pass along your copy of Ravinia to a friend. 
Spread the word so that we can help protect our fragile 
ravines for future generations to enjoy.

Thanks for your continued support.

Carrie R. Morrow, Chair

Clover Groff run is one of the Big Darby’s most polluted 
tributaries. With City Council’s recent approval of final design 
improvements, the restoration of this eight mile stream course 
will improve the ecological conditions and water quality 
throughout the Big Darby watershed.

Iuka ravIne residents planted over 100 native shrubs to 
stabilize slopes in 2015 and will be planting 400 native ferns 
and wildflowers in the ravine this spring. Woodland rain 
garden plants for the vernal pool were purchased with a 
Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation grant.

SCIoto Grove Metro Park, located in Grove City, lies 
along the western banks of the Scioto River. Its 620 acres of 
mature floodplain forest and restored prairies in the uplands 
will be open for visitors this spring. Its features include hiking 
trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, and a backpacking trail.

MEMORIAL

Howard T. “Mac” Albin
March 27, 1947 – February 20, 2016

Friends of the Ravines would like to 
remember Mac Albin, Aquatic Ecologist with 
Metro Parks and Champion of the Big and 
Little Darby Creeks. Mac’s enthusiasm and 

passion for preserving the Darby Watershed will 
live on in the lives he touched and the streams 
he dedicated his life to. Thank you, Mac, for 
all that you have done. May we honor you by 

continuing to care for our natural world and the 
waters that run through it.
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Since its inception, the ravine art contest has steadily grown 
both in the numbers of schools represented as well as the 
quality of the submissions. In 2011 eighty five students 
from nine schools submitted art works. To date, hundreds 
of students from 34 schools across Franklin County have 
participated. 

Each fall the art contest rules are posted on FOR’s website 
so teachers can incorporate the ravine art contest into 
their lesson plans. Some schedule field trips to nearby 
ravines. Others bring the ravines into the classroom 
through photographs and illustrations. Marion Franklin 
Art Instructor, Maria Francesca Fleming, encourages her 
students to paint on location whenever possible. Scavenger 
hunt explorations expose young students to fascinating ravine 
wonders that unleash their artistic imaginations. There are no 
boundaries or barriers to creativity! 

This year some Indianola K-8 students accompanied their 
art work with short essays describing ravine habitat and 
inhabitants. One student’s account noted that being in a 
ravine made him feel loveable “because the wind blows 
nicely on your face.” He added, “Ravines should be protected 
because animals and birds live there.”  It is truly inspiring to 
experience our unique urban ravines through the eyes and 
senses of Franklin County students.

We thank the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education and private 
donors for their generous sponsorships and donations. 
And we thank the following schools and teachers for their 

participation this year: Como Elementary, 
Kassie Hurley-Hook;  Indianola Informal 
K-8, Dary Curry; West Broad Elementary, 
Amy Sewell; Oakland Park Elementary, 
Anita Simonis; Columbus Gifted Academy, 
Michelle Alder; Georgian Heights 
Alternative Elementary, Judith Elam; 
Columbus Gifted Academy, Michelle 
Alder; Columbus North International, 
Tera Stockdale; MarionFranklin High 
School,Maria Francesca Fleming; and 
Independence High School, Kurtis Posey.

Friends of the Ravines is grateful for the 
support of arts organizations, art lovers, 
and dedicated teachers who help Franklin 
County’s younger demographic open 
this door of discovery, inspiration, and 
expression.

Winner Calla Wilkinson, Grade 2, Indianola K-8

Winner Olabisi Peters, Grade 8, Columbus Gifted Academy

Winner Eliana Fraley, Grade 5, Georgian Heights Alternative Elementary
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Ravine Art Contest continued from page 3

Winners 9 students from Oakland Park Elementary Grade 5, Clockwise from upper left corner: (1) Jaelin Gilbert 
(2) Kaylee Brook Atkins (3) Alison Thorpe (4) Tiye Cook (5) Iyanna Dunn (6) Rayven Hale (7) Silas Strange 
(8) Jesse Lindsay (9) Center photo: Garrett Kinney
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Marya DeBlaSI, is a board member and volunteer 
coordinator of the Friends of the Columbus Cultural Arts 
Center in Columbus, Ohio. This intriguing observation was 
made June 12, 2014 from Brooklyn, NY:  Yesterday, I finally 
made a date with myself to go to the Brooklyn Art Library. I spent 
the afternoon looking at sketchbooks. . . .  Each time you request 
a book off the shelves, they bring you the book you asked for and 
a random book.  It was so much fun to sit inside on a dreary day 
and look through book after book. . .  my favorite ended up being 
a book that was a random selection, this one by Marya DeBlasi 
from Columbus, Ohio.   Marya is a mixed media artist who 
specializes in jewelry, intricate boxes, and hand-made books.

PheorIS WeSt is an Associate Professor Emeritus in the 
OSU Department of Art’s Painting and Drawing program. 
His work has appeared in numerous art venues, including 
the Philadelphia Museum, Boston Museum, the Studio 
Museum in Harlem, MuseoCivico D’Arts Contemporaneo 
Di Gibillina, Palermo, Italy. He has served on the National 

Endowment of the Arts Expansion Arts Panel, the 
International Juror National Exhibition of Zimbabwe, and the 
Ohio Arts Council.

Paula neeS began teaching at Otterbein University, 
Westerville, Ohio in 1993.  She currently is an instructor of 
painting, color design, and global art history. Along with her 
teaching duties she has also participated in study abroad trips 
to India (2003 and 2007) and Italy (2004). She received her 
Master of Fine Arts degree in 1977 from the University of 
California, Davis after completing her Bachelor of Science in 
Art at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Her work has 
been included in juried and invitational exhibitions including 
the Whitney Museum of American Art Biennial Exhibition, 
the Chicago Art Institute, the Butler Art Institute in Ohio, 
and the Huntington Museum of Art in West Virginia.

To see art contest illustrations in color,  
go to friendsoftheravines.org.

About the 2016 Ravine Art Contest Judges . . .

 Judge Pheoris West (left),  Judge Marya DeBlasi, Art Contest Director Alice Waldhauer and Judge Paula Nees. Photo by Sherrill Massey
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The Mystery of McLaughlin 
House Overlooking the Scioto

Spring/Summer 2013Spring/Summer 20166

When I (Amanda Page) first started researching 
Frank Packard and the impact of his architecture 
in local ravines, I came across an article by 

Gustav Stickley. It praised Packard for his “direct thought 
and common sense as well as good taste to the making of 
dwellings that should be 
built of local materials and 
designed to harmonize not 
only with the particular 
site but with the whole 
landscape.” Natural 
elements and building in 
harmony with nature were 
the elements that excited 
me about Packard’s work. 
It’s what made Packard 
appealing. This philosophy 
was embodied in the 1906 
house that he designed for 
John R. McLaughlin. 

John R. and his brother, 
James B. McLaughlin, 
originally lived in different 
houses in the Short North 
area. They ran a horse livery 
on Wesley Avenue at Sixth 
Avenue from 1890 to 1913. 
They successfully imported 
Percherons and French 
Coach Horses to supply the 
demand for quality draft 
horses. These horses were 
strong and unique and the 
McLaughlin firm showed 
them in a number of horse 
shows. An advertisement for 
the 1904 St Louis World’s 
Fair stated that their “Percheron stallion named Universe, won 
the Grand Championship with all draft breeds competing, 
defeating the World’s Fair Champion Belgian and the World’s 
Fair Champion Shire.” (Other winning shows included state 
fairs in Iowa, Ohio, Minnesota, and Missouri.) 

The 1907 Columbus City Directory lists the stable owned by 
John R. McLaughlin at 1319 Wesley Avenue, plus a residence 
at “Storage Dam RFD No. 2 Stat.” The Storage Dam Road 

was essentially a temporary, unofficial road name while the 
Griggs Dam was under construction in 1905 to create a 
reservoir for the first municipal water supply for the city of 
Columbus. The height of Griggs Dam was 35 feet, forming 
a reservoir almost six miles long with a 1.2-billion-gallon 

capacity. The McLaughlin 
house was built on a plateau 
overlooking Riverside Drive 
and the Scioto.

In December 1907, Gustav 
Stickley  wrote in The craftsman 
Vol XIII, Number 3: The 
... house... is one of the most 
beautiful and home-like that 
has ever come to the attention of 
THE CRAFTSMAN. It is the 
residence of Mr. John McLaughlin, 
of Columbus, Ohio, and is one 
of Mr. Packard’s most admirable 
conceptions. This house is built 
on a promontory overlooking the 
valley of the Scioto River, about 
seven miles north of Columbus. 
The grounds include about 
forty acres extending back of the 
promontory, and on both sides, 
following the contour of the river. 
Below the house, and across the 
river, is the storage dam, which 
holds in reserve the water supply 
of the city below. The back water 
which penetrates and flows through 
the country in the immediate 
vicinity of the house gives the 
appearance of a chain of lakes, not 
unlike those of Killarney. The 
ground surrounding the estate is all 

under cultivation, including orchards, grazing lands, fruits of various 
kinds, vegetables and cereals, so that the general effect is that of rich 
and well-cared-for farming country. The house hugs so close to the hill 
upon which it is built, and its broad, sweeping lines follow so perfectly 
the contour of the ground, that it seems almost to have been there 
from the beginning of things.” A mention in the The Ohio State 
Journal newspaper published in 1913 documents that Frank 
Packard entered the McLaughlin residence into the better 
building exposition of the Builders’ Exchange as one  

The Mystery of McLaughlin 
House Overlooking the Scioto

By Amanda Page & Sherrill Massey

Courtesy of Columbus Metropolitan Library Digital Collection
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of his best works of dwellings built from local materials and 
in harmony with the landscape.

I wasn’t able to find much else in print about the McLaughlin 
house, so I consulted the Frank Packard expert, Barbara 
Powers, who is Department Head of Inventory and 
Registration at the State Historic Preservation office. Powers 
unwittingly gave me a clue with her response: “I haven’t 
spent much time digging for that one. Someone speculated 
that it may have burned. That’s sticking in the back of my 
mind.”

Wherever I turned, I was told that it would probably be 
impossible to find out what happened to the house. Records 
weren’t kept of demolitions, and its destruction would 
not have seemed newsworthy prior to the 1966 Historic 
Preservation Act. I felt defeated, but my colleague Sherrill 
Massey was not.  She dug in her heels. Surely there was more 
information about this noteworthy structure, so Sherrill 
continued the search determined to identify the original 
location of the McLaughlin house and document the reason 
for its disappearance.

Eventually she found a helpful lead at the Upper Arlington 
Library. The book, History of Upper Arlington, compiled by 
the History Committee of the City of Upper Arlington 
Bicentennial Committee and published in 1977, has the 
following listing: “5086 Riverside Drive, Mrs. Emily McLaughlin 
Kultchar; Original homestead, built in 1906, burned in 1917. 
Present home, using the same chimneys, raised out of the ashes in 
1922.”

Emily McLaughlin Kultchar (1891-1987) was one of two 
children of John R. and Allie B. McLaughlin. Emily’s name 

was found in the parcel history of the Riverside address listed 
in 1944. Although Sherrill found no newspaper articles that 
lamented the demise of this treasured residence, she found 
another valuable lead at the Upper Arlington Library in the 
Ohio Historic Inventory from 1975, which listed the 5086 
Riverside Drive address as the John McLaughlin home, and, 
this time, the source of the information was Mrs. Frank 
(Emily) Kultchar. 

The entry in the History of Upper Arlington continues, 
“Second house on existing foundations. The first house was two 
stories. The existing house is constructed of limestone from the side 
of the hill. Windows are wood except for the windows at the entry, 
which are leaded glass. House is planned in a curved pattern with 
the main entry in the middle and a garage and porch at either end. 
The house was owned by Allie B. McLaughlin ( John’s wife) until 
1943, when she died and Mrs. Frank Kultchar inherited it. She sold 
the house in 1974 to Patterson & Shade Co. Another note: There 
is a doghouse which used to be a summer house to the southeast. 
This building is similar in design to the original house.”  Sherrill’s 
tireless research raised the McLaughlin house from its ashes, 
and brings it to life as a reconstructed likeness. 

As to its fate: public records show that in 1984 the 
McLaughlin/Kultchar parcel was voided and the residual land 
became part of a private subdivision, Second Amendment 
Plat of Squires Wood. The house now has a different address 
and is located on private property. From the ashes of the 
once-celebrated McLaughlin house emerges an elusive 
reconstruction. Its once-obscured history is revealed, 
and today it lives in seclusion on a private promontory 
overlooking the valley of the Scioto River, about seven  
miles north of Columbus. 

1907 photo of the McLaughlin House  Photo courtesy of OSU Libraries
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A geology friend of mine recently reminded me that 
the word “ravine” is not a scientific term. So I looked 
it up in my 1959 Unabridged Webster’s Dictionary; 

Webster says that a ravine is a noun, whose synonyms include 
the words gorge or gulch. It adds that a ravine is larger than a 
valley and smaller than a canyon, and it is usually worn down 
by running water.

Then another friend emailed me a definition from the 
website, www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/ravine. It says that 
“a ravine is a deep narrow steep-sided valley, especially one 
formed by running water.” (Both sources agree that water 
erosion helped create ravines.) But the second definition 
adds that ravines “can be lonely and violent places averse to 
settlement along their steep sides.” 

Nowadays, most ravines in Central Ohio contradict the 
second part of the www.vocabulary.co/dictionary/ravine 

definition. Currently, most Franklin County ravines can 
hardly be described as lonely because they are surrounded by, 
encroached upon, and smothered by urban development. 

Clever architects and determined developers have tucked 
unique homes into ravines’ steep slopes. Take a drive through 
Rush Creek Village in Worthington or Iuka Ravine located 
on the edge of The Ohio State University, and you can see 
the ravine landscape tamed by architecture. Still another 
oddity is in Walhalla where some homes have been built on 
the floor of the ravine while others sit precariously on the 
rim totally ignoring the sage construction advice to avoid 
building on the tops and toes of ravines.

Along Alum Creek, a tributary which cuts through the 
campus of Ohio Dominican—once the site of a former  
brick yard which used indigenous clay—is now a pastoral 
setting for the Academy of St. Mary’s of the Springs.  

By Martha Harter Buckalew

Ravine Definitions 
and Reflections

Indian Run Falls, Dublin, Ohio Photo courtesy of Brian Gara
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It is not a lonely or violent place. Nor is Indian Run where 
visitors are transported from urban surrounds when they 
stroll along suspended boardwalks to see the beautiful 
waterfall that cuts through forested slopes. 

Both dictionaries acknowledge the origin of the word. Ravine 
is derived from an archaic French word which means the 
seizing and carrying away by force. During times of heavy 
rains and snow melt, ravines may be filled with violent, 
rushing water. Waters spill out of ravine banks and flood the 
ravine floor. The raging waters of flash floods sweep along 
anything in their path—animate or inanimate.

Ravines in older parts of Franklin County originally served 
as conduits for only rainfall and snow melt. But urban 
development has piped stormwater into streams creating 
sewer sheds which are burdened beyond the normal capacity 
of a watershed. These once small, meandering ravine 
streams are now roaring monsters strong enough to rip away 
plantings, dislocate huge rocks, sweep away fallen timbers, 
and leave unsightly garbage deposits in their path. When 
Earth Day rolls around each year, there’s plenty of work for 
ravine volunteers.

Our nation’s first Earth Day was celebrated on April 22, 1970. 
By 1990 Earth Day went global with over 200 million people 
in 140 nations participating. An article dated April 21, 2000 
from the Columbus Dispatch listed selected Earth Day events 
in Ohio which included Friends of the Ravines’ Glen Echo 
Restoration Project along with events at the Columbus Zoo 
and Aquarium, Cedar Bog, Hocking Hills, and the Ohio 
State University. Since 2007, central Ohio’s citizens have 
officially embraced Earth Day by turning out to care for the 
environment. For the past nine years, the city of Columbus 
has documented 82,000 volunteer hours—many spent in 
Franklin County ravines removing invasive species from 
slopes, replanting native species, and clearing trash and debris 
from streams.

You don’t have to wait for Earth Day to be a good ravine 
steward. Our ravines are tributaries to major waterways 
whose health is measured by the reduction of pollutants. On a 
walk, if you pick up a piece of trash or a tossed-away pop can, 
you are helping our ravines. To add a lilt to your step and 
celebrate the unique ravines in Franklin County while you 
stroll along, you can sing the words of the Earth Day Anthem 
set to the melody of Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.”

Joyful joyful we adore our Earth in all its wonderment
Simple gifts of nature that all join into a paradise
Now we must resolve to protect her
Show our love throughout all time
With our gentile hand and touch
We make our home a newborn world
Now we must resolve to protect her
Show her our love throughout all time
With our gentle hand and touch
We make our home a newborn world.
—William Wallace

Waters flood Glen Echo. Photo by Chris O’Leary

Soil clogs drainpipe. Photo by Sherrill Massey

Flooding deposits debris. Photo by Chris O’Leary
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Central Ohio needs trees! The urban tree 
canopy in Columbus is currently estimated 
to cover only 22% of the land (31,171 

acres), according to a recent assessment led by the 
Columbus Recreation & Parks Division of Forestry and 
prepared by consultant, Plan-It-Geo. To rectify this 
deficiency the city hopes to plant 300,000 trees in the 
next 5 years to recover from damage caused by insects, 
disease, and development. The city is counting on us 
to help reach this goal.

In the last issue of Ravinia, we announced 
the city’s creation of the Branch Out 
Columbus program which acknowledges 
that trees provide a multitude of economic, 
environmental, and social benefits valued at 
more than $12.1 million annually—a value 
much greater than the costs of planting and 
caring for them. 

According to the Center for Urban Forest 
Research, one well-placed large tree in your 
yard provides an average savings of $31 in home 
heating costs each year. Strategically placed trees can 
shade homes saving you up to 56 percent on annual 
air-conditioning costs. And each large front yard 
tree will add 1 percent to the sale price of a house 
and a large specimen tree can add 10 percent to the 
value of your property. 

Healthy trees mean healthy people. Each year, 100 large 
mature street trees catch about 216,200 gallons of rainwater. 
In addition they remove 37 tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) as 
well as 259 pounds of other air pollutants such as nitrogen 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide, ozone, airborne particles, and 
volatile organic compounds.

Street trees improve the image of neighborhoods and make 
them better places to live, work, and grow a business. 
Communities located in tree-filled neighborhoods report 
lower levels of domestic violence. Studies show people living 
in tree-filled areas have a decreased need for medication, 
speedier recovery times, and a lower level of mental and 
physical stress.

Trees are good for the business sector. Consumers shop 
more frequently and shop longer in tree-lined commercial 
districts. If they are able to shop in a shaded shopping area, 
shoppers are willing to pay more for parking and are willing 
spend 12 percent more for purchases.

At the Branch Out Columbus website, you can find 
instructions for planting a tree, learn how to earn a $50 
rebate on the purchase of a tree, and you can join the 
city’s free Green Spot program. You can also learn how to 
select the right tree, how to plant it properly and register 
its location. At Green Spot you can request a street tree 
or donate a tree by making a tax deductible monetary 
donation; you can adopt a tree and care for a tree in your 
neighborhood by keeping it watered and trimmed. And 
should you need equipment for your event, you can contact 
Keep Columbus Beautiful, which will supply you with shovels, 
gloves, and more. 

For more information go to Columbus.gov/branch out or 
keepcolumbusbeautiful.com

Sources for information in this article are the Branch Out 
Columbus website and Trees Pay Us Back, a brochure researched 
and printed by the United States Department of Agriculture, the 
United States Forest Service, and the Pacific Southwest Research 
Station.

By Martha Harter Buckalew

Here’s Why You Should 
Plant a Tree
Here’s Why You Should 
Plant a Tree
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The farmhouse lingers, though averse to square
With the new city street it has to wear

A number in. But what about the brook
That held the house as in an elbow-crook?
I ask as one who knew the brook, its strength
And impulse, having dipped a finger length
And made it leap my knuckle, having tossed
A flower to try its currents where they crossed.
The meadow grass could be cemented down
From growing under pavements of a town;
The apple trees be sent to hearth-stone flame.
Is water wood to serve a brook the same?
How else dispose of an immortal force
No longer needed? Staunch it at its source
With cinder loads dumped down? The brook was thrown
Deep in a sewer dungeon under stone
In fetid darkness still to live and run—
And all for nothing it had ever done

Except forget to go in fear perhaps.
No one would know except for ancient maps

That such a brook ran water. But I wonder
If from its being kept forever under,

The thoughts may not have risen that so keep
This new-built city from both work and sleep. 

A Brook In The City—Poem by Robert Frost

Robert Frost (1941) 
Photo by Fred Palumbo
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